The Sumter Little Theatre presents... 


A Lesson Before Dying 


by Romulus Linney 
based on the novel by Ernest J. Gaines 


directed by Eric Bultman 
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February 6-9 & 13 - 16 


A Lesson Before Dying 


Based on the novel by Ernest J. Gaines 
Adapted for the stage by Romulus Linney 


_ Characters 

(in order of appearance) 
Paul Bonin Chris Edge 
Emma Glenn Gwen Coleman 
Grant Wiggins Jason Thompson 
Sam Guidry Michael Du 
Jefferson —. Ashley Maxwell 
Vivian Baptiste Ronalda Stover 
The Reverend Stanley Bridges 

Moses Ambrose 
Place 


Bayonne, Louisiana. A storeroom in the Parish Courthouse. A table in the Rainbow Club. 
A schoolroom. A bench in front of the courthouse. 


Time 


1948 


Produced by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc. 


THERE WILL BE A 15 MINUTE INTERMISSION 
Please, no food or drinks in the theatre. Photography is not permitted. 
Please turn off all beepers and cellular phones. 


Special Thanks to: 
The Item, S.C. Educational Radio, 
Sign Wave, The Copy Shop, Neil Sheehan 


Production Staff 


Director Eric Bultman 

Set Designer | Booth Chilcutt 

Lighting Designer Hank Shadwell 

Stage Manager a4 tea Richardson 

Lighting and Sound Technician Beaty PIRE 

Costumes Marge Cowles, Sylvia Pickell, Shannon Flaherty 
Properties f Ray Morrison, Joann H. Davis 

Poster/Playbill Design Michael Duffy 


Box Office 


Junior Welfare League and Volunteers 


Ushers SLT Theatre School Students 


Cast Notes 


Chris Edge (Paul) - Chris first appeared as Sam Hendrix in this season's Wait Until Dark. He is, 
an English and Drama teacher at Lakewood High School. He would like to thank his fellow cast 
members for making this play such a memorable and enlightening experience. 


Gwen Coleman (Miss Emma) - Gwen has "had the pleasure" of appearing in two SLT 
productions, The Old Settler and Mean to be Free. She has also appeared in the play Where Were 
You When the Master Called. Gwen is a nurse at the Columbia Area Mental Health Center in the 
crisis unit. She says that Miss Emma is a very compassionate yet powerful character. "This part is 
very important to me," she says. "I hope that | am able to bring her to life." 


Jason Thompson (Grant) - Jason became interested in drama while he was a student at Sumter 
High School. A Lesson Before Dying is Jason's first experience on stage and we are very happy to 
have him here at SLT. 


Michael Duffy (Sam Guidry) - Michael has been a part of the SLT family for over fifteen years. 
He has been involved in many productions, building sets, running lights and sound and stage 
managing. He has also appeared onstage in numerous productions including The Nerd, Lend Me a 
Tenor, Painting Churches, Mood Over Buffalo, and Of Mice and Men. Michael is a sculptor, 
photographer, singer/songwriter and the Library/Media Specialist at Shaw Heights Elementary 
School. 


Ashley Maxwell (Jefferson) - A freshman at Morris College, this is Ashley's first experience on 
the SLT stage. He has appeared in productions of Echo, Four Little Words, and Running Upstream. 
Ashley is very grateful to the cast for their support and looks forward to working with each of them 
again. 


Ronalda Stover (Vivian) - Ronalda last appeared on the SLT stage as Grace in The Piano 
Lesson. She was also a member of the cast of Oliver. She has appeared in television 
commercials, feature films and has done voiceovers for various corporations. Being responsible 
and offering encouragement are two qualities that she shares with her character. "Your faith is your 
lifestyle," she says, "not just something you do every now and then." 


Stanley Bridges ( Rev. Ambrose) - This is Stan's second play with SLT. He was last seen in 
our production of Mean to be Free. He is employed by Shaw, A.F.B. as a Fire Inspector, and is 
dedicated to ensuring the fire safety education to all base personnel. He is also an advocate for 
community education and relations through his proactive involvement in the community. 


NPA 2 TH TRE IS SPONSORED _ 

IN PART BY CONTRIBUTIONS FROM 

SUMTER COUNTY, THE CITY 0. TER, TH UMTER COUNTY CUL: TURAL COMMISSION, 

- THE JUNIO; SUM: Te Nora CAROLINA ARTS COMMISSION 
AS DOWMENT FOR THE ARTS. 
Coming Soon: 
Harvey 
Written by Mary Chase 


March 27-30 and April 3-6, 2003 


Guardian Angels 
Deane and Roger Ackerman 
Miss Libby's School of Dance 
University of South Carolina Sumter 
Dr. and Mrs. Hendrikus van Bulck 


Angels 
Kent and Lauren Cunningham, EMS-Chemie (North America), Drs. Lane and Lana Latham, Mrs. Frank A. McLeod, Jr., Sumter 
Laundry and Dry Cleaners, Sumter Packaging Corporation, Sumter National Bank, and Wilson MacEwen and Company 


Benefactors 
Dr. and Mrs. Allan P. Bruner, Dr. and Mrs. Stuart E. Burnett, Bill and Cantey Carpenter, Richard C. and Jill T. Jones, Dr. and Mrs. 
Gregory King, Michael McGinnis, R.G. Sharp, Sumter Utilities, Inc., Thompson Industrial Services, Wachovia Bank, N.A., and Dr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Watts 


Patrons 
BB&T, Bryan Benenhaley, Charles and Mary Bethea, Black River Electric Cooperative, The Black Tie, Mary E. Blanchard, MD, 
John and Susan Brabham, Brick Street Coffee Break, Dr. and Mrs. David E. Brown, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Brown, Bryan 
Bahnmuller Goldman & McElveen, LLP, Bynum Insurance, Carolina Anesthesia, Col. and Mrs. Dicks Cone, Don and Peggy 
Curlovic, John and Mary Cusumano, Dr. Jerome M. Davis, Dr. and Mrs. Lee Denny, Dr. and Mrs. Michael K. Drakeford, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Edens, H. Curtis Edens, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Samuel H. Edmunds, Rebecca R. Ekpo, Hans and Sharon Enzinger, FTC, 
Marc and Shannon Flaherty, Mr. and Mrs. Laurens W. Floyd, Jr., Fort Roofing and Sheet Metal, Richard and Cara-Lin Getty, Dr. 
Felicia L. Goins Carolina Children's Dentistry of Sumter, Martha McElveen Horne, The Item, Carey and Elaine Jackson, Mr. and 
Mrs. F. Lawrence Jones, J.C. Klapthor, Drs. Paul and Hannah Kirschenfeld, Kevin and Julia Kyger, Charles McCreight, Scott and 
Sonja McLendon, Ed and Jenny McLeod, Mrs. Margaret M. Mimms, Mark Mitchiner, Bill and Cecile Morrison, NBSC, Drs. Tim and 
Tammy Pannell, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur R. Raynor, Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Rettke, Ray and Virginia Rissling, SAFE Federal Credit 
Union, Max and Cheryl Schmeling, Rosa and Ramon Schwartz, Jr., Shaw Lumber Company, Rhett and Dawn Still, Sidney E. 
Walton, Jr., Ronald and Patricia Wilson and Beth Justice, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Lee, Ken Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Thompson, 
Bill and Betty Todt, Judith E. Tyl, Ross McKenzie, NBSC, Scott W. Rumph, Sumter Petroleum Company 


Sponsors 
Ellen Arl, Katherine B. Barrett, Suzanne and Jess Begley, Carole C. Bell, Richard and Peg Bell, Mr. and Mrs. Wesley E. Bigger, 
Mrs. T.E. Boone, Mr. and Mrs. David R. Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Kendrick Burnett, Mary Jane and Chris Caison, Booth and Peggy 
Chilcutt, Mrs. Dorothy B. Clemmons, Drs. Charlie and Diana Cook, Virginia M. Corley, Marge Cowles, Jay and Susan Cox, Mr. 
and Mrs. Larry Crolley, Dr. Edna L. Davis, Susan Derthick, Peggy J. Edmunds, Mr. and Mrs. Frank O. Edwards, Dr. and Mrs. John 
Guilds, Mary DuBose Griffin, Sep and Kim Harvin, Kathryn W. Levi, John W. Mewborn, Jr. Cecile Moise, Mrs. Davis D. Moise, 
Sylvia Pickell, Harriet Poston, Dr. and Mrs. Charles R. Propst, Andrena E. Ray, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Reich, Mildred M. Smith, Joe 
and Shirley Summerour, Ethel G. Sturgis, Sumter Printing Co., Inc., Jim Thorne Allstate Agency 


